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This brochure presents a documentary film, which tells the story of  a prestigious American sailing yacht : Amorita.

After navigating a remarkable 102 years, touching thousands of  lives nationwide and inspiring a level of  passion very 
few objects can instill, Amorita is engulfed in tragedy.  During a regatta outside of  Newport, a violent collision with 
another competitor will come to destroy the ship’s hull, but not her soul, as she sinks to the bottom in mere seconds. 
In Newport and around the Yachting world, the shock is immense.
Since that terrible accident, her current caretakers have gone to great lengths to ensure that she sails once again.

This film describes Amorita’s amazing history up until that tragic day when she was literally run down by a vessel twice 
her size, through her painstaking repairs, and ultimate re-launching as an icon in the sailing world.

This 30 minute film aims to be screened in a variety of  locations including:
 - Exceptional private cinema screenings,
 - Leading Film Festivals worldwide,
 - Sailing rallies and regattas,
 - Prestigious yacht clubs nationwide (US),
 - Local TV and possible national / cable broadcast.

Like an eternal love story, Amorita continues to bond with all those who have and all those that dream to sail aboard her. 

This film intends to reveal that undying love.
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Director’s intention

 Sailboats always hold a special place in the hearts among all those who own, sail, and care for them. Not so much as an inanimate object, 
but a living, breathing part of  their very soul.  Yet, this bond with a boat is first and foremost a story of  men and women who look at the ocean 
differently, with a longing heart and a sense of  passion.

 Not just simple objects, sailboats have unique stories all to themselves, with varying life spans and experiences.  Very often, some leave just 
a discreet wake behind them, while others gain international fame or mythical powers that possess otherwise rational men to dedicate their lives 
to care for them.

 All these boats that men imagine, design and build are a response to a precise demand, an objective that has been 
defined by the client. Some are designed to last; others are created to disappear as quickly as they have appeared. They can carry dreams of  sailing 
around the world or can be made only for day sailing.

 Only a few boats throughout history have had the privilege of  making such an indelible mark on history:  the Santa Maria, the Mayflower, 
Cutty Sark, Pen Duick, Spray, Resolute, Dorade, and Australia II among others.

 This film tells the incredible story of  one of  them.  A mythical sailboat.  It is the one hundred year old love story of  a mistress of  the 
wind : Amorita. 

 Like all great works of  art, Amorita is unique in that she immediately stands out among her peers.  At sea, boats big and small flock to her 
side, attracted like magnets by her siren’s song of  beauty and grace.

 Appreciated by all those who navigate aboard her, as well as coveted by all those who cross her wake or observe her from the shore.  In 
Newport, her home port, she is always recognized and admired, often painted and photographed by the world’s greatest contemporary marine 
artists and photographers.

 Though her wooden hull is simple, she has marked the annals of  sailing history and the accomplishments of  marine engineering through 
her lifespan.  She was the creation of  Captain Nathanael Herreshoff, the legendary naval architect considered to be one of  the most brilliant boat 
designers of  all time.
  While she is the ninth of  a mythical series of  eighteen boats, the “New York Thirties”, she has gained an indelible following all her own 
through her dedicated series of  owners who kept her front and center in the yachting world for the better part of  the past four decades.
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 Launched in April of  1905 in Bristol, Rhode Island (USA), Amorita continues to sail the waters of  her birth. As a true symbol of  Newport, 
she has known many adventures; often pampered but also surviving neglect and even a time of  abandonment. Yet through her elegant silhouette, 
she has always managed to court a new lover to return her to the sea.

 In 2007, however, a violent accident could have ended her odyssey forever. Miraculously, there were no casualties. 
 The shock was so violent that Amorita’s crystal white sails disappeared from the water’s surface in less than five seconds as if  
sucked to the bottom by another worldly creature. Fatefully, her owners and her many admirers could not imagine Newport without her. 
 After three desolate days silently waiting in the ocean depths, she was delicately raised from the bottom and is now undergoing a
painstaking repair process to return her to her former glory. 

 This film will tell Amorita’s extraordinary story and show her historical importance. But a film about a boat is meaningless without a paralell 
story of  a long and engaging human adventure. Amorita’s journey is a perfect example of  this. The determination of  sailors to make 44 ft./14 m long 
wooden sculptures glide along the sea more than a century after their creation is a perfect example of  the passion that links sailors to their boats.

 By means of  numerous archival films, re-enactments, and interviews, the film will recount the boat’s complete story, from her birth 
in Bristol in 1905, to her re-launching in 2011, accompanied by her most faithful companions, the sailors who adore her.

 This film will be composed of  short sequences representing that tragic day of  the accident intercut with longer sequences describing the 
historical aspects of  Amorita’s long and remarkable life. 

 The film’s main thread will be the scenes representing the fatal date of  7/7/2007. These scenes provide tension throughout the film and 
hold the spectator’s attention: 
  
  - Daybreak in Newport
  - The crew’s preparations
  - Briefing by the race committee
  - The start
  - The hotly contested race

 All of  these sequences will be made using archival films or re-enactments. The tension and suspense created by 
directorial effects will gradually lead the spectator to the accident. In all the re-enacted scenes, the boat’s current crew will play the role of  the sailors.

  

  - The accident and its causes
  - The organization of  the rescue
  - The psychological shock
  - The hearings and legal procedures that threatened to derail Amorita’s very survival.
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Amorita sunk in few seconds.



 

The greater part of  the film will be composed of  sequences recounting the historical aspects of  Amorita’s life:
   - The architect and the shipyard where she was built
   - The many dedicated owners and caregivers that she has touched along the way
   - Her decades-long presence in the media
   - Her prestigious victories
   - Her periods of  neglect and subsequent rescues
   - Other NY30 class boats
   - The boat’s popularity 

 Interviews and direct commentaries will be preferred to voice-over, which, however, will be necessary at times to complete and link the 
different stories. 

 Many interviews will recount the shipwreck, Amorita’s story, and the interest she has aroused for so many years. 
   -The present as well as previous owners and their families,
   -The many crew members who have walked Amorita’s deck,
   -The Herreshoff  family heirs,
   -The carpenters, sail makers and technicians who have cared for her over the years,
   -Photographers who take hundreds of  photos each time she sets sail,
   -Members of  the New York Yacht Club who have always revered her,
   -Race participants who witnessed the accident, as well as the regatta’s organizers,
   -Friends and the amateur yachtsmen who have long sailed beside Amorita,
   -The many people who supported and encouraged the owners to rebuild her.

 These interviews will all be shot in different locations and enhanced by images illustrating what is said or re-enacting the scene described.

 “Amorita, an undying love” concludes with the celebration organized for Amorita’s new launching, in the presence of
NY30 class and other boats, along with her many friends and sailors. 

 This film is intended for a wide audience, not only for those with a passion for sailing and boats, but for anyone with an appreciation for 
history and sentimentality toward any treasured heirlooms in their life. 

More than a film about the story of  a simple sailboat “Amorita”, this film is above all a long love story.
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The director

Pierre Marcel

PoPPoP Productions
2 rue Mademoiselle
75015 Partis
gsm : (00 33) +6 75 76 01 99
pierremarcel@poppop.fr

 After the success of  the documentary film Tabarly released in 
cinema in June 2008 in France, Pierre Marcel attended many foreign film 
festivals, including a presentation of  his film at the Newport Film Festival 
in June 2009.

 Jed Pearsall and William Doyle, Amorita’s owners, were in 
attendance and were moved by the director’s compassionate treatment 
of  the subject and decided to propose the creation of  a documentary on 
the unique history of  Amorita. Pierre Marcel, already aware of  Amorita’s 
tragic story, agrees to meet with them in Newport in March 2010.  It was 
at this time that Bill and Jed decide to entrust the direction and production 
of  this film to Pierre Marcel.

 With his experience of  filming at sea and his own passion for 
beautiful boats, Pierre Marcel suits perfectly to this project.
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